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CHAPTER XXIlI.
THE TOWN OF WHEATFIELD.

Wheatfield is the last town organized in Niagarantg, and was set off from Niagara
May 12. 1836. It lies on the southern boundaryhef¢ounty, west of the center, and
extends farther south than any other town. The &&@®iver forms its southwestern
boundary and Tonawanda Creek its southern. Itasaiit level or gently undulating.
The soil is generally a clayey loam, not easy dii\ation, but productive of grains and
especially of wheat; this latter fact gave the tatiemame. Cayuga Creek flows across
the northwestern part of the town and emptiestimoNiagara River, and Sawyer’s
Creek flows southeasterly across the southeastetrapd empties into Tonawanda
Creek. The town contains four post offices MartiltsyBergholtz, St. Johnsburg, and
Shawnee, besides the city of North Tonawanda, lmatiamlet of Walmore, in the
northwestern corner.

The first town meeting was held on the 6th of JU836, in the school house of district
No. 7, on the north line of the town, and the falilog were elected as the first officers:
Supervisor, N. M. Ward.; town clerk, Edwin Cooksassors, Isaac H. Smith, James
Sweeney, Hiram Parks; justices of the peace, Wa&rden, John Sweeney;
commissioners of highways, Elias Parks, MatthewyGeallector, Stewart Milliman;
Overseer of the poor, William Towsley; constab®®wart Milliman, Daniel C. Jacobs,
Calvin F. Champlin, Seth F. Roberts; commissionéschools, Isaac L. Young, James
Sweeney, Loyal E. Edwards.

These were all esteemed citizens of the town atcthraparatively late date.

The following have been supervisors of the town

In 1836, N. M. Ward; 1837, Benjamin McNitt; 1838, M. Ward; 1839, William
Vandervoort; 1840, John Sweeney; 1842, Isaac Lngpli843, N. M. Ward; 1844—A45,
Lewis S. Payne; 1846, N. M. Ward; 1847—48, L. Syrfea 1849, Sylvester McNitt;
1850, L. S. Payne; 1851, Seth F. Roberts: 1852Sigr McNitt; 1853—54, Peter
Greiner; 1855, Joseph Hawbecker: 1856—57. Georgh&tman; 1858, N.M. Ward;
1859—61, L. S. Payne; 1862, Peneuel Schmeck; 1863-G€orge W. Sherman; 1867
H. H. Griffin: 1868, James Carney; 1869, H. H. @nif1870, Edward A. Milliman
1871—73, Joseph D. Loveland; 1874—75. Thomas dirSpll876, L. S. Payne; 1877
1878, Christian Fritz; 1879—81, Charles Kandt; 188&niel Sy; 1883, C. F. Goerss



1884-88, Peter Heim; 1889—94, Chauncey Wiebterrh@85—96, William Tompkins
1897—98, Herman Rosebrook.

Charles Hagen, a veteran of Co. D, 100th N. Y. Vdias served as town clerk since
about 1874.

Since the incorporation of North Tonawanda asyg €harles Kohler was elected
supervisor of the First ward; Conrad J. Winter,decward; and John H. Bollier, Third
ward.

Although this town was erected so many years them most of the others in the county,
and its settlement in the interior and westerngpags so comparatively recent, it still
bore a close relation to the important eventstth@l place in early years on the frontier.
The banks near the mouth of Cayuga Creek, as #uerdas learned, constitute a
historical locality and witnessed stirring scendgewthis town was a part of Niagara.

The first settlements were made on the NiagararRinend near the site of the city of
North Tonawanda. Even in that vicinity progress wlasv, except in the direction of
improving farm lands, until after the completiontbé Erie Canal. There were few
settlers within the limits of the town previousthe war of 1812, and when these learned
of the destruction of Youngstown and Lewiston, tekgred in the general consternation
along the frontier, gathered in haste such propestthey could carry, and fled eastward
beyond immediate danger.

Probably the earliest settler on the site of N@idhawanda was George N. Burger, who
came in 1809 and built a log tavern on the riverrédmained a resident until about 1825.
Joshua Pettit came in i8io and settled near thgaxalron Works, where he opened a
tavern. He was the father of Mrs. Daniel C. Jaaoizs Mrs. Whitman Jacobs. Stephen
Jacobs, a soldier at the battle of Bunker Hillaled on the river two miles below in
1817, where he purchased 196 acres of AugustusrPpéaying eight dollars an acre. He
died in Niagara Falls in January, 1840. William Yarvoorte settled here in 1825,
occupying a log house which tradition says wasothlg one then in existence. It was his
intention to make a business of purchasing standgimber for the Boston market, and
ultimately to open a mercantile business. In 1828&rished the first public house in the
place, which was called the Niagara; it was buinetB44. Later he purchased 1,000
acres of land of the Holland Company and sold tes$tan immigrants the largest part of
their possessions on Tonawanda Creek and its tyicide established the first bank in
1836. As before indicated, little progress of aibess nature was made here until the
opening of the Erie Canal. The interior of the tomems still almost an unbroken
wilderness and as late as 1850 a large part airéee of the town was unimproved. The
prospects at Tonawanda in 1824, as viewed by stentgoersons, is indicated in the
following advertisement:

VILLAGE OF NIAGARA.



This village is located at the confluence of thadéira and Tonawanta rivers, where the
Erie canal from Buffalo enters the Tonawanta, aheén& boats pass from the canal into
the Niagara river by a lock. At this junction oéthivers and adjoining the village, is a
safe and spacious harbor, as well for canal beatsravessels navigating Lake Erie.

These advantages cannot fail to render the vikkdddéiagara the depot of the products of
the West, destined to the city of New York, andettirn cargoes of merchandise.

A dam of four or five feet high will be thrown as®the Tonawanta, at the village, so as
to raise the river to the level of Lake Erie, ahd tiver will be navigated for the distance
of eleven miles, and be united with the canal betwiagara and Lockport. The surplus
water from the dam will afford an abundant anddyesupply for mills and other
hydraulic works.

The village is 12 miles from Buffalo, 8 from thdl$a 15 from Lewiston, and 16 miles
from Lockport. A line of stages passes through fiwffalo to Lewiston daily, and
another from Lockport to Buffalo every other dayavelers to the Falls will leave the
canal at this place.

A bare inspection of Vance’s or Lay's map of thesteen part of this State will at once
show the advantageous position of the villagerfae, market and manufactures.

Building lots are now offered for sale to actudtlses. A map of the village may be seen
by application to James Sweeney, at Buffalo, dé¢éorge Goundy at the Land Office in
Geneva; and the former will enter into contractsaié.

The title is indisputable, and good warranty desillsbe executed to purchasers.
GEORGE GOUNDY, JAMES SWEENEY, JOHN SWEENEY, Protwis.
July 5, 1824.

The James Sweeney, whose name appears abovel festlen Buffalo in 1811. He
became one of the proprietors of the site of Nédhawanda village, and as such settled
there in 1828 and built one of the very early fralaellings. The land owned by him and
his associates was cleared to supply timber foBtiféalo pier and breakwater, and at the
same time to prepare the tract for sale in smtdl [Bhe sites on which were erected the
First M. E. church (1837) and the first school lrou®re donated by Mr. Sweeney, and
largely through his energy, activity and generosig village received its early impetus.
He died in January, 1850, aged fifty-seven. Joheeé®wy was his son and long a
prominent citizen; he superintended the buildingheffirst railroad depot and was long
the station agent. He caused the building of tte¢ fiock on the creek next to the bridge,
and subsequently extended it 250 feet. He builfiteegrist mill, which was burned and
not rebuilt, and also the first saw mill.

James Carney settled as early as 1819, with HisrfaEdward, on Tonawanda Island,
which was known for many years as Carney Island.gdrpose was to gain pre emption
rights to the island if the boundary settlementdtideave it within the United States. In



1854 the State caused a survey to be made anddrderassessment valuation of $4 50
per acre. In the next year the island was diretddz sold at auction in Albany and
required one-eighth of the purchase money to be g@ivn. Mr. Carney placed the
requisite sum in the hands of Judge Samuel WilkinebBuffalo, to make the purchase.
But the spirit of speculation awakened by the oppana of Mordecai M. Noah and his
associates, on Grand Island, created a spiritegsbior this island and it was sold to
Samuel Leggate at $23 an acre. After that Mr. Gabeeame one of the most active and
energetic of the pioneers; engaged extensivelie@ring lands; was employed as a team
ster by Porter, Barton & Co.; boated salt and ogineduce up and down the river; and
was otherwise a useful member of the young cornityiun

Among other early settiers of the town were HemaB&num, James A. Betts, Wilhelm
Dornfeld, Albert Dornfeld, C. F. Goers, Herman Ee§, Nelson Zimmerman, John
Grey.

In 1824 Harvey Miller came from Rochester and edttin the Lockport and Niagara
Falls road, in the north part of the town, wherghbechased 100 acres of the Holland
Company at $5 an acre. He was young and energaticalthough without much means,
he soon became independent. During the first wimaras in this town he, with the
assistance of one young man, cleared twenty-fivesatn that summer he sowed
eighteen acres of winter wheat and raised 8oo I&jghés he sold to other incoming
settlers at seventy-five cents a bushel. He wag éoroad commissioner and aided in
laying out all the first roads in the town. He liv® an old age.

Among the first settlers in the extreme northeaspart, where the post-office of
Shawnee is located, were Timothy Shaw (from whoerptlace is named) and Volney
Spalding, who opened a store and established @myadtere in 1828. John Grey settled
about a mile south of Shawnee in 1825; he purchasgdy-four acres of the Holland
Company at $5 an acre.

In the course of time certain influences brought this town a largely preponderant
foreign element, mainly of Prussian nativity, wisdtied at first mostly on small tracts of
land, but finally became in many instances largeens. By far the greater portion of the
territory of the town was finally occupied by theamd the same is true today of them or
their descendants. They developed into excellentdes, frugal and industrious, and
patient in overcoming adverse conditions in their@undings. They cleared the lands,
drained the swamps, and rendered the town oneeghtst productive in this region.
Settlements by this element were about simultangosisparate localities. In 1843 Carl
Sack, Erdman Wurl, and Fred Grosskopf purchas&tlitibm Vandervoorte 400 acres
at $15 an acre; the tract was situated on the TandavCreek, in the southeast corner of
the town, and the settlement made there was gheendame of Martinsville, through the
veneration felt by the inhabitants for Martin Luth€he original purchase was
subdivided into small tracts of three or more ad@suit the wishes of purchasers, and
about thirty families came in the first season. Tagnhouses were completed in the fall,
and into these the families moved, three or fowa hrouse, in some cases, until additional
buildings could be erected.



Christian Dornfeld settled here in 1843, purchasixgacres of Vaiidervoorte, and lived
to old age, leaving a family of children. His sagliam and Albert became prominent
business men in the place. William Dornfeld andig€tan Fritz purchased, in 1856 the
first saw mill, which had been built by Joseph Hiewr. Fritz built a saw mill and
planing mill in 1860, and established a lumber ya&villiam Dornfeld also carried on a
considerable store, which he opened in 1851. Heasssciated with Krull Brothers in
operating another planing mill and sash and dogiofg, which was built in 1876, and
was also postmaster of the place for some time pfésent postmaster is Charles A.
Graf, who is also a harnessmaker. Other later aegept merchants are William F. Fritz,
lumber; Charles Grosskopf and Ernest G. Jaeneakergestores; Ferdinand Ziehl,
hardware; and Christ Martin, grocery. John G. Jelenés proprietor of the Martinsville
Hotel, and Charles Rogge is a blacksmith and citsrufacturer.

Eugene De Kleist began the manufacture of churdhotimer .organs in Martinsville in
1892, and in 1893 erected a large factory, in whielemployed about fifty hands. He
has been eminently successful in this enterpriseg eajoys a trade which extends all
over the country.

Martinsville became a part of the city of North Bevanda on April 24, 1897, but still
maintains its own post office.

New Bergholtz (Bergholtz is the name of the posicej is in the central part of the town
and was settled almost exclusively by Prussians.pl&ce is named from one in
Germany whence many of the settlers came. In 18d&efick Moll, John Williams and
John Sy, as trustees, purchased a tract of laral G@rman Evangelical Lutheran
congregation consisting of 120 members. The tractagned 820 acres and was
conveyed by deed from the Farmers’ Loan and Trosa@any; 176% acres, deeded by
William L. Marcy and wife; 118 acres deeded by Wagton Hunt; 200 acres deeded by
John J. DeGraff (the two latter tracts including #ite of the village); 456 acres
conveyed by Blandina Dudley; and 349 acres by HrenErs’ Loan and Trust Company.
These transfers were all made in October, 1843 wiwe quantity of land conveyed
comprised 2,119% acres and cost the settlerdeartitire than $16,000. A map of the
lands was made and 121 village lots laid out, withper streets and a large public
square. By a general deed executed by the truSeteber 12, 1843, they conveyed to
Augustus Manske and 118 others each a lot of ome @be first of these corners found
temporary quarters in a large barn that had beeviqursly built for some purpose, until
houses could be erected. Washington Hunt presémteetcbmmunity with their first ox
team to aid in building log houses, and duringfite¢ season a building was completed
on nearly every one of the lots deeded. With tharoanity came a carpenter, a
blacksmith, a mason, a tailor, a shoemaker andia&amaker, which enabled them to
live almost wholly upon their own resources. Sorhthem had considerable money, one
of the wealthiest being John Salingre, who browyter about $20,000. His kindness and
generosity to his less fortunate neighbors in #e nountry are gratefully remembered.
He died in 1871.



The first dry goods store started at Bergholtz thas of Christian Wolf, one of the
pioneers. The first post-office was establishetl8&0 with John Sy, postmaster, who
died in 1861.

These Lutherans left their own country chiefly @oc@unt of the determination of the
king of Prussia to force a union of the Lutherad Beformed churches. Hundreds of
families left their country on that account. RevAd. A. Grabau of Buffalo, preached to
these people for about a year from 1843, when foeimer pastor, Rev. Mr.
Ehrenstroem, arrived from Germany. He was succeadear later by Rev. Henry von
Rohr, formerly a captain in the Prussian army, wdroained until his death in 1874. A
church was erected in 1848, and was called The Bhblyst Church. A school was
opened and taught by one of the pioneers, andbdgt&. Renwald. In 1845 the Lutheran
Synod was organized in Buffalo and the Bergholtzrch became a part of it. In 1866,
through dissension, the synod divided into thregspand in consequence the Bergholtz
congregation was divided into two parties, one biol, consisting of fifty-two families,
renounced its old pastor, Mr. Von Rohr, and caRes. W. Weinback. This party had a
rrigjority of the members and remained in poss@ssfdhe church property, consisting
of about twelve acres of land, the church parsonegmetery, and school buildings. The
other party, about thirty-seven families, remaifwal to Mr. Von Rohr, held services in
a private house, which was later fitted up for laost house, and soon built a new brick
edifice, taking the name of Trinity church. Mr. V&ohr died in 1874, and about two
thirds of the Trinity congregation now wished tajavith the Buffalo synod; but as the
remainder were not willing, they separated, cadledther pastor, and in 1875 organized
the Lutheran St. Jacob’s Congregation. A lot waslmased, and in 1876 a new church,
parsonage, and school house were erected.

Bergholtz now contains the stores of Charles W.d€amd August Lange, the latter
being also postmaster, and the store of Augusti&etz

At Shawnee, in the northeast corner of the towBapatist church was organized in July,
1830, but the large influx of Lutherans causedai@ndonment of that organization and
the substitution of the other. Land for the chusnas donated by Isaac Carl and the
building was erected in 1847.

Shawnee was named from Timothy Shaw, who with MloBpalding opened a store and
ashery there in 1828. In 1863 an M. E. church wasted. Harmon H. Griffin is
postmaster and general merchant, and Carl E. Hdiagksmith.

St. Johnsburg is an outgrowth of Bergholtz, ansl titethe southwest of the latter place on
the 820 acres deeded by the Farmers’ Loan and Tarapany, before mentioned. It has
had very little business interest. A brick churciisverected by St. John’s German
Lutheran Society in 1846, to which was attachedhaal. A store was opened and a few
shops established. William C. Krull is the postreasind a general merchant, and Lewis
Holland is a harness dealer and proprietor of titelh



New Walmore, in the northwest corner of the towaswo named from a village in
Prussia, whence the settlers came about 1843. etanh church was built there, of
brick, in The place is merely a rural hamlet.

North Tonawanda formed one of the wards of Tonawadramn the incorporation of the
latter village to 1857, when it withdrew, and foglg years was simply a part of the town
of Wheatfield. The village of North Tonawanda wasarporated May 8, 1865, with the
following trustees: David Robinson, Jacob Beckexp@e W. Sherman, Alexander G.
Kent, Clark Ransom and J. D. Vandervoorte. At tima¢ it contained a population of
440 and an area of 681 acres. The village goverhwas established with its various
departments of fire, police, schools, etc., andnduthe thirty-two succeeding years was
brought to its present efficient condition.

The village presidents were as follows:

James Carney. 1868; Franklin Warren, 1869; JohRddkwell, 1870; A. G. Kent, 1871,
Franklin Warren, 1872—73; C. W. Watkins, 1874—T7griklin Warren, 1876; C. W.
Watkins, 1877—78; F. S. Fassett, 1879; AlexandeBaile, 1880; John Taylor, 1881—
82; William Goinbert, 1883; Conrad Backer, 1884SJThompson, 1885—87; Fred
Sommer, 1888—89; Joseph Pitts, 1890; Benjamin korkel891; John E. Oelkers,
1892; James S. Thompson, 1893—94; George Stamsigied, and E. C. McDonald
installed), 1895; Levant R.Vandervoort, 1896; AtliérMcKeen, 1897.

On April 24, 1897, by a special act of the Legistat North Tonawanda was
incorporated as a city with the following boundarigll that part of the county of
Niagara, in the State of New York, comprised witthia following boundaries, to wit:
Beginning at the junction of the middle line of thenawanda Creek with the Niagara
River, the same being on the south bounds of Neagawnty; thence running up said
Tonawanda Creek, following the middle line thereb& same being the boundary line
between the county of Erie and the county of Niagtr a point opposite the mouth of
the Sawyers Creek, where Sawyers Creek emptiesantolr onawanda Creek; thence
northerly along and following the middle line of8gers Creek, to the junction of the
east and west branches of said creek, in farnolat fying along Tonawanda Creek;
thence northwesterly along the middle line of thesterly branch of said creek, to the
intersection of said middle line with the northdiaf lot 12, in township 13 of range 8 of
the Holland purchase (so-called); thence westéolygathe north line of said lot 12, and
lots 21 and 28 of said township and range, to tréhwest corner of lot 28; thence
continuing the same course westerly along the ptioje of said north line of said lot 28
to the point of intersection of said projected migh the north line of lot 73 of the New
York State mile reserve; thence northwesterly alivegsaid north line of said lot 73 and
along the north line of lots 71 and 70 and 69 efghid mile reserve, to the intersection
of the west line of said lot 69 with said northdlithereof; thence southerly along the west
line of said lot 69 to the easterly shore of thaddira River; thence at right angles to the
shore line of said river at that point, southedyrte middle line of the east channel of
Niagara River. being the bonndary between NiagadsEaie counties; thence up the said
middle line of said east channel of Niagark Rived along said boundary line between
said Niagara and Erie counties, to the southerigtpy angle of said Niagara county, in



the middle of said east channel of said Niagar@Rihence easterly and northeasterly in
the waters of said river along the boundary lineveen said Erie county and Niagara
county. to the place of beginning; shall be knowrhee city of North Tonawanda.

The city, by this act, was divided into three waiasd the village officers became and
held over as officers of the new city, as follows:

Albert E. McKeen, mayor; Thomas E. Warner (who hadn village clerk since 1886),
city clerk; John Kaiser, William M. Gillie. Peter. Blershey, William Nellis. William
Ostwald, Frederick F. Wagenschuetz, Leonard Wied uath Martin Wurl, aldermen;
Hector M. Stocurn, treasurer; James F. Davisorersugendent of public works;

Stillmari C. Woodruff, superintendent of water werlAugustus F. Premus, city attorney.
John Kaiser was elected the first president oGbmmon Council.

A special election was held June 8, 1897, for tmp@se of electing supervisors, and
resulted as follows; First ward, Charles H. Kohgzcond ward, Conrad J. Winter; third
ward, John H. Bollier.

The city is provided with well organized policegfi and health departments, the mayor
being president of the latter. The police departnseander the control of three
commissioners, appointed by the mayor, the fir807) incumbents being Lewis F.
Allen (president), George McBean, and John Mahke. Ghief is John Ryan, who has
under him one sergeant and six patrolmen.

The fire department was organized about twentysyago, the first company being
Columbia Hook & Ladder Co., which is still in exasice; there are seven other
companies, viz.: Rescue Fire Co. (stationed in iswille), Alert Hose Co, Active Hose
Co., Hydrant Hose Co., Live Hose Co., Gratwick HGge (in Gratwick), and Sweeney
Hose Co. The chief is Louis J Wattengel.

The water system originated with the Tonawanda Giater Works Company, which
was incorporated in 1885 with a capital of $50,00e works were located on
Tonawanda Island, and water was obtained by thi/ldgétem from the Niagara River.
The company supplied both Tonawanda and North Tande;, but the former finally
built a plant of its own. About 1894 the villagebrth Tonawanda purchased these
works at a cost of $275,000, and the city now dpsr# through its Board of Public
Works.

Public improvements, such as the laying of pavemantl sewers, were commenced by
the village about 1889, and up to the present sbwut $150,000 have been expended
for the former and $161,000 for the latter.

The Standard Gas Company was incorporated Augudi88B, with a capital of
$25,000, for producing and piping natural gas, Whscobtained at Getzville in Erie
county. George P. Smith is president.



The Tonawanda Lighting and Power Company was irwratpd February 23, 1897, with
a capital of $150,000, and is the successor of tiemwanda and Wheatfield Electric
Light Company, which was organized in 1890 The canypsupplies both Tonawanda
and North Tonawanda, and operates in all aboua?®@nd 2,400 incandescent lamps.
Frank M. Gordon is local manager.

The Tonawanda Street Railroad Company was incaigubra 1891 with a capital of
$50,000. George P. Smith is president. Besideghhisity is connected with Buffalo and
Niagara Falls by electric lines, and with BuffaMiagara Falls, and Lockport by the New
York Central and Erie Railroads.

Much of the early history of North Tonawanda hasrbédetailed in preceding pages of
this chapter, and the reader has doubtless obst#raedo marked impetus was
inaugurated until about 1875. The Sweeney and faonde families were the first
resident owners of land in the old village limdames Sweeney bought farm lots 81 and
82 June 14, 1824, and later conveyed a one-thiedast to his brother, Col. John
Sweeney, and one-third to George Goundry, an widlee latter’s first wife. William
Vandervoort, a brother-in-law of James Sweeneyghofarm lot 80 June 7, 1826. These
three lots comprise three-fourths of the old casp®timits. As stated, development and
settlement were slow until recent years, when gretos was inaugurated that afforded
an unprecedented growth and marked North Tonawasidae of the most enterprising
cities in the State. One of the first to effectygiomote the business and shipping
interests of the place was Col. Lewis S. Payne, sdtthed in this town in 1841. In 1845
he engaged in the lumber business and in 184 7eeréwe first steam saw mill here. He
was a lieutenant-colonel in the Rebellion, sern&daunty clerk, assemblyman, and State
senator, and was long one of the most enterpridicgizens.

Beginning within a few years after the completiénihe Erie Canal and continuing to the
present time, North Tonawanda has been one of ds important lumber markets of
the great lakes. A great many energetic business lbo¢h resident and non-resident,
have been associated in this business, whose rearaesannot be mentioned here. The
rafting of logs from Canada and other lake poiras wommenced during the war of the
Rebellion by Hon. H. P. Smith, but the great luminésiness properly dates from 1873.
Since then it has grown to enormous proportiong. foowing tables have been
prepared by the Tonawanda Herald:

LAKE RECIEPTS

Lumber, feet. Lath, pes. Shingles, pcs.

1873 — 104,909,000......1,258,000..... 2,000
1874 — 144,754.000......1,506,000.....19,820
1875 — 155,384,805......6,559,200.....13,9@0
1876 — 207,728,327......6,137,700.....18,800
1877 — 221,897,007......5,126,000.....23,2d0
1878 — 206,655,122......3,629,300.....23,330
1879 — 250,699,043......3,606,400.....3D,020
1880 — 323,370,814......1,249,600.....22,820



1881 — 415,070,013....... 282,000.... 25,200

1882 — 433,241,000....... 418,000.... 33,600

1883 — 398,871,853......6,031,850.....55,200
1884 — 493,268,223.....16,367.000.....66,080
1885 — 498.631,400......7,652,000.....52,000
1886 — 505,425,000.....11,883,000.....52,820
1887 — 501,237,850..... 4,076,000.....53,d30
1888 — 569,522,200.....16,617,000.....63,800
1889 — 676,017,200.....11,506,000.....63,000
1890 - 718,650,900.....13,039,600.....52,230

1891 — 505.512,000..... 8,209,800.....52,660
1892 — 498,005,000..... 6,243,245.....42,800
1893 — 430,249,000.....13,232,600.....35230
1894 — 406,538,000..... 8,495,450.....33,400
1895 — 421,382,500..... 8,547,000.....40,830
1896 — 469,249,500..... 7,195,350.....35,320

CANAL SHIPMENTS.
Year. Feet, Lumber.

1873 ..... 89,273,285

1874 ..... 115,752,111
1875 ..... 120,650,742
1876 ..... 165,545,742
1877 ..... 188,400,335
1878 ..... 173,085,467
1879 ..... 206,442,542
1880 .....291,000,000
1881 .....328,886,395
1882 .....326,800,681
1883 .....324,528,266
1884 .....384,455,535
1885 .....335,230,391
1886 .....348,032.813
1887 .....341,925,473
1888 .....820,149,423
1889 .....350,220,300
1890 .....393,599,620
1891 ..... 293,211,898
1892 ..... 286,329,300
1893 ..... 216,116,532
1894 .....202,110,900
1895 ..... 155,886,000
1896 ..... 185,530,352

The following is the official schedule of canal arailroad shipments for 1896:



CANAL SHIPMENTS.

Lumber, feet 185,580,352
Timber, cubic feet 364.600
Wheat, bushels 25,714

Corn, bushels 500

Oats, bushels 5,000

Apples, barrels 252,292
Domesticspirits, gallons 1,208
Pig iron, pounds 49,068,826

All other mdse, pounds 4,312,500
Stone, Lime and Clay pounds 45,538,000
Total clearances issued, 2,062

RAILROAD SHIPMENTS.

1896. Tons.

N.Y.C.&H.R.R.R. Co ... 205,000
N.Y.L.E.&W.R.R. Co ... 270,187
Lehigh Valley R. R. Co ... 55,000

Following are the condensed reports of the custousé at this port for 1896:

MERCHANDISE RECEIVED, 1896.
Lumber, feet ... 304,021,500
Shingles, pieces ... 35,123,200
Lath,

Posts ...135,687

R. R. Ties ...43,166

Telegraph Poles ... 2,294

Cross Arms ... 133,000

Staves, pieces ... 530,000

Cord Wood, cds ... 60

Iron Ore, tons ... 134,428

Pig Iron ... 9,097

Stone ... 4,770

Coastwise vessels entered ... 820
Coastwise vessels cleared ... 809
Foreign vessels entered ... 51
Foreign vessels cleared ... 33

Total vessels entered ... 871

Total vessels cleared ... 842
Tonnage, Domestic, entered ... 325,184
Tonnage, Domestic, cleared ... 318,503
Foreign, entered ... 14,135

Foreign, cleared .... 9,150



Among the leading lumber firms of North Tonawandathe following: Smith, Fassett &
Co., Huron Lumber Co., Calkins & Co., Rumbold &ig#r, Kelsey & Gillespie, James
B. Huff, F. A. Myrick, A. K. & W. E. SilverthorneRumbold & Bellinger. Dodge & Bliss
Co., Qille & McKeen, Robinson Brothers & Co. LtRobertson & Doebler, John
Godkin, Thompson Hubman & Fisher, J. & T. Charltelgrriman & Merriman, Export
Lumber Co., Willoughby & Hathaway, W. H. Cooper & CSkillings, Whitneys &
Barnes, Harrison W. Tyler, Wisconsin Lumber Co\&ston & Co., W. H. Sawyer
Lumber Co., David G. Cooper, Fassett & Bellingensk, Rider & Frost, Monroe &
McLean, Cornelius Collins, George H. Damon.

Among former lumber concerns were J. S. Bliss & @wmed in i886, whose mill,

which was burned recently, was built as a grist byilJohn and James Sweeney in 1853;
The Tonawanda Lumber and Saw Mill Company incorgalan June, 1891, with a
capital of $300,000 which succeeded the Tonawanaabler Company, whose
predecessor was the New York Lumber and Wood Wgrkiompany, which was
incorporated by George P. Smith and others in 18&5Hoilister Brothers Company,
Ltd., organized in January, 1889, with a capiteh#50,000, which on September 1,
1890, was increased to $600,000; the L. A. Kelsaylher Company, organized in 1886,
which established the first hardwood lumber tradBorth Tonawanda; W. E. Marsh &
Co., organized about 1888; ; W. H. Kessler & Somied in 1887; Plumsteei, Gillespie
& Himes, organized in 1890. A. M. Dodge & Co. bedpmusiness here in 1883, erected a
planing mill in 1885, and were succeeded by thedeofl Bliss

The firm of McGraw & Co., consisting of John McGraw H. McGraw, C. B. Curtis

and Ira D. Bennett, was for many years heavy deatdumber, their yards and docks
covering more than six acres of land, with a maioka400 feet long and two slips of 600
feet each.

W. H. Gratwick & Co., about two miles below theygiestablished an immense lumber
interest several years ago. Others connected kiglcompany were Robert S. Fryer, in
Albany, under the style of Gratwick, Fryer & CondaEdward Smith, in Michigan, under
the firm name of Smith, Gratwick & Co. These conmparowned more than 30,000 acres
of Michigan pine lands, where their mills were dalpaof turning out 28,000,000 feet
annually. Their docks had a frontage on the rife?,000 feet, with every facility for
handling and shipping lumber economically. WillidinGratwick came here and
established a lumber business in 1870. In 188@Gtiagwick, Smith & Fryer Lumber
Company was incorporated. P. W. Ledoux built a sdsbr and blind factory about 1876
and Mr. Gratwick erected a planing mill in 1879

J. & T. Chariton's wood working mill was built byh@rles Williams. John Charlton came
here in 1862 and was soon followed by Thomas.

Grand Island was purchased for the white oak timb&B833 by the East Boston
Company for $16,000. A large mill with gang sawswailt and Stephen White, the
manager of the company, purchased Tonawanda I&amis home and erected the



mansion there. The company did an extensive busungd 1837-38. Later William
Wilkeson, of Buffalo, became the owner of the idlaand from him Smith, Fassett &
Co., who had been in the lumber trade since 181t2hased it in 1882. The island
comprises 85 acres, and is one of the largest lupgeers in the world.

The W. H. Sawyer Lumber Company was organizedmoudiy, 1887. Skillings,
Whitneys & Barnes succeeded to the plant of HaB&ll in June, 1890, and have a
dockage of about 1,300 feet on Tonawanda IslandeRson & Doebler began business
here in 1888 and erected a large planing mill i8a18

These and many other lumber concerns have brohglditty of North Tonawanda into
the front rank of lumber centers of the world dgrthe past quarter century, and it is safe
to say that no place in the country has had a moralerful and sudden development in
this respect. With unexcelled harbor facilitiespapvhich the government has expended
thousands of dollars in improvements, and withgiteat lakes as a feeder and the Erie
Canal and numerous railroad lines as outlets, itignas recently forged ahead with an
unusual bound, and enjoys extraordinary prospecthé future. Much of the recent
prosperity of the place is due to the efforts @ Morth Tonawanda Business Men's
Association, which was organized in May, i888, ahavhich Edward Evans is president.
While the great lumber business has brought cagitdifame to the place, other interests
have equally shared in promoting its growth andpeoity, and to the most important of
these the reader's attention is now directed.

The Niagara River Iron Company was organized ii2h8ith a capital of $400,000. The
company purchased real estate at North Tonawantthe txtent of 165 acres, and in
1873 completed the plant and began operationsblEs¢ furnace was built to turn out

fifty tons of pig iron daily, and all of the struges necessary for the business are models
of strength and architectural harmony. Early offscef the company were Pascal P. Pratt,
president; Josiah Jewett, vice-president; S. Setiett. H. Glenny, George B. Hays, F.

L. Danforth and B. F. Felton, trustees. This conyaas finally succeeded by the
Tonawanda Iron and Steel Company, which tore ddwrotd stack and erected a

modern furnace at a cost of $250,000, and whickexyently doubled the capacity of its
plant. William A. Rogers is president of the compan

The Armitage-Herschell Company had its inceptioa small brass and iron foundry
established by James Armitage and Allan and GeOrderschel! about 1872. Their
shop was burned in 1874, rebuilt, and again bunmd@75. Afterward the present site
was secured on Oliver street, and the manufactugagines, boilers, and machinery was
conducted on a large scale. In 1887 they addeth#meifacture of steam riding galleries,
or "merry-go-rounds,” which has become a leadiniggtry of the Lumber City and the
largest of the kind in the country. James Armitageresident; Allan Herschell,
vicepresident; and George C. Herschell, treasurer.

The flouring mill of McDonald & Ebersole was stattey C. C. Grove and L. D.
Ebersole in 1883. The capacity is over 200 bapetday.



Franklin Getz established his present feed miNlanth Tonawanda in 1883, coming here
from Getzvilie, Erie county.

The carriage and wagon works of Mcintyre & Milleemg started in 1876. The
Tonawanda grain elevator, of which Louis Fick isgtetor, was erected in 1882 by L. G
Fuller. The Niagara brewery was started by Geomry# th 1867, and early in 1883
passed into the possession of the Niagara RiveviBgeCompany, who in June, 1892,
were succeeded by the Bush Brewing Company.

The first permanent banking business was foundefidward Evans on June 1, 1872. He
was succeeded May 1, 1877, by the firm of EvanBw8mer & Co., with James H. De
Graff president; Edward Evans, vice-president; Mftl McLaren, cashier. This concern
was followed by the State Bank, which was organided i, 1883, with a paid up capital
of $100,000, and with James A. De Graff, presidedtyard Evans, vice president;
Benjamin L. Rand, cashier. The present capitaljvithed profits, and surplus is about
$165,000, and the officers are J. H. De Graff,idesd ; C. Schwinger, vice-president;
Benjamin L. Rand, cashier.

The Lumber Exchange Bank was organized May i, i886) a capital of $100,000;
Edward Evans, president; Joshua S. Bliss. viceggasi James H. Rand, cashier; In 1889
the capital was doubled, and in 1890 Mr. Evans suaseeded as president by James S.
Thompson. The bank discontinued business in Ap8®7.

George F. Rand started a private banking busime£890.
James H. Rand established his present privateibhar894.
Frederick Robertson & Co. began a private bankimgriess in 1897.

The various journalistic enterprises have beemsmately identified with both
Tonawanda and North Tonawanda that it seems adeisamention them briefly here.
The first in the field was the Tonawanda Commeyeuidlich was started by S. Hoyt on
May 2, 1850, and lived a little more than a yearSeptember, 1853, S. S. Packard began
the publication of the Niagara River Pilot, whichswsold by himin 18,, to S. O.

Hayward, who started the Niagara Frontier in Novemb857, and, after an absence, the
Enterprise, which was continued till about 1891.

The Tonawanda Herald was started July 19, 1873alyDensmore, who a year or two
later was succeeded by Warren & O'Regan. On Octbhel877, Thomas M. Chapman
bought out John O'Regan and in 1880 George Waadldrss interest to Thomas E.
Warner; since then the firm has been Chapman & WaBuring six months in 1890 a
daily edition was published; otherwise the papeartheen successfully continued as an
able, influential Democratic weekly.

Thomas M. Chapman, of the firm of Chapman & Wareditors and publishers of the
Tonawanda Herald, of North Tonawanda, is the sorhoimas and Margaret Chapman,



and was born in Queenston, Canada, November 14, H¢ father was a native of Hull,
England. Mr. Chapman moved with his parents to&h&rines, Ontario, where he
received an academic education under Rev. T. Dligghiwhen sixteen he was
apprenticed to the printer's trade, which he lghtheroughly. In 1877 he came to North
Tonawanda, and on October 14 of that year purchigeiditerest of John O'Regan in the
Tonawanda Herald, thus becoming a partner with @e@varren in the publicaof that
paper. In 1880 Mr. Warren sold his interest to Therg. Warner, and since then the firm
has been Chapman & Warner. Mr. Chapman is oneeablttest and ablest editors in
Niagara county, and during a successful journalstreer has always stood in the front
rank of his profession. He is a terse, ready wréaegood judge of literature, and an
enterprising, public spirited citizen. In politibe has always been a prominent Democrat.
He was deputy collector of customs four years dexk of the village of North
Tonawanda three years, and is a member of Niagaes Rodge, No. 527, 1. O. O. F.,
and other social and fraternal organizations. Jgn2ig 1870, he married Cecelia J.,
daughter of the late James Stephenson, of Canarajaig Y., and they have two
children, James Alfred and Alice M.

Thomas E. Warner, of the firm of Chapman & Warpeihlishers of the Tonawanda
Herald, and the first clerk of the city of Northfawanda, is the son of Hon. Ulysses
Warner and Eliza Ann Jones, his wife, and was bo@rleans, Ontario county, N. Y.,
March 23, 1844. His father was member of assemmol8b8 and 1859, served as justice
of the peace for many years, and was a prominehirdiluential citizen. Mr. Warner was
educated in the common schools of his native téWwhe age of sixteen he was
apprenticed to the printer's trade in the officéhef Geneva Gazette, where he remained
three years. Afterward he spent some time as ag¢gunan, principally in Detroit,
Chicago and New York, and while in the latter eitggs one of four or five compositors
who put into type the first dispatch that came dtersecond Atlantic cable. He was also
warden of the Jersey City (N. J.) Charity Hosdibalfour years. In 1880 he came to
North Tonawanda and purchased George Warren'sstterthe Tonawanda Herald,
with which he has since been connected under timerfame of Chapman & Warner. He
is an able writer, a man of energy and ability, and of the most public spirited of
citizens. He served as village clerk of North Toaada from 1886 until it became a city,
when he became the first city clerk, which offieerfow holds. He is a past master of
Tonawanda Lodge, No. 247, F. and A. M., and thegmehigh priest of Tonawanda
Chapter, No. 278, R. A. M.

The Daily News, of North Tonawanda, was commenteEdigi880 by George S. Hobbie,
who had been employed in the office of the Indetxictv was started in 1875 by J. A. L.
Fisher. The News was originally a diminutive twdeson sheet. George W. Tong
became a partner in 1884, and soon changed iveealy, taking the name of the
Standard, which was leased to J. W. Works in 1886887 Mr. Works resumed the
publication of the Daily News, having as a partisrbrother Arthur. Other owners
following them were Hepworth & Lane, George P. $iménd M. J. Dillon, who sold it
on December 4, 1894, to Harlan W. and Walter SsBrthe News Publishing Company
was incorporated in May, 1895, with a capital o2 $D0, and with H. W. Brush,



president, and W. S. Brush, secretary and treastingeekly edition was added April 1,
1897.

Harlan W. Brush, president of the News Publishimgn@any of North Tonawanda, is a
son of James A. and Amelia A. (McCall) Brush, arabworn in Nelson, Portage county,
0., May 27, 1865. Hesoon moved with his parenlliance, Ohio, where he attended
the public schools and Mount Union College, whiehéft at the age of fifteen on
account of his father's death. He spent one yetheinffice of the Alliance Weekly
Standard learning the printer's trade, which histiied with F. W. Lordan, a job printer
of that place. In December, 1884, he purchased-Mdan's establishment, and in 1887
also bought the Standard, and combined the twdlan1888 he added the Alliance
Weekly Review and consolidated the two papers utidenames of the Daily Review
and Weekly Standard, forming a stock company, aEwhe was the manager and has
since been the principal stockholder. In 1894 heecto North Tonawanda, and with his
brother, Walter S., purchased the Daily News. IryMa&95, the News Publishing
Company was incorporated with a capital of $12,@0@l Mr. Brush has since been its
president. Mr. Brush has always been active irtipslias a Republican, and was
president of the first McKinley club ever organiZd&87) this was in McKinley's own
county (Stark) in Ohio. As a journalist he is preggive and enterprising, and has been
eminently successful in this prokssion. He has ntaddNews one of the liveliest and
best dailies in the county.

Walter S. Brush, secretary and treasurer of thedNeublishing Company, of North
Tonawanda, is a younger son of James A. and ArAel{dcCall) Brush, and was born
in Alliance, Ohio, September 25, i868. He was etkttan the Alliance public schools
and Mount Union College, was for two years a cferkthe Solid Steel Company of his
native city, and then took a course of short han@swego, N. Y. He became chief clerk
in the train master's office of the West Shore@ad in Syracuse and later bookkeeper
and manager of the Minneapolis branch of the Hafié &nd Lock Company. In 1894 he
came to North Tonawanda, and with his brother, &aW., purchased the Daily News,
of which he has since been the secretary and texaddr. Brush is an efficient business
manager, as the prosperous condition of the Neawsh

The North Tonawanda Cemetery Association was iraratpd in 1868 with Hiram
Newell (president), Benjamin J. Felton, Garwoodldd, Selden G. Johnson, Franklin
Warren, and John Simpson, trustees.

The first bridge over Tonawanda Creek in the viélagas erected chiefly for military
purposes soon after 1800. It was a temporary streieind soon went to ruin. Passage of
the stream was then made by ferry until 1824, whtail bridge was built under a
legislative charter, which gave it an existencéagnty-one years. Prior to the expiration
of the charter the shares were bought by the Bu#iatl Niagara Falls Railroad

Company, which rebuilt the bridge to accommodatéréacks. When the charter expired
the bridge became a county and town charge. The shiucture was built by Niagara

and Erie counties and stood until J875 when thegmteone was erected. In 1891 another



iron bridge was built across the Tonawanda Cre@otmect Delaware and Main streets,
and still another was erected over Ellicott CreplOmlaware street.

Within recent years a number of land enterprise® theen inauguated in North
Tonawanda, giving the city an impetus commenswéteits business growth and
development. The Ironton addition was replatted @aded on the market in 1890; the
North Tonawanda Land Company was incorporatedme JU891, with a capital of
$100,000. One of the moving spirits in each of ¢hiesorporations was George P. Smith.

At this point mention should be made of a numbdrusfiness men and residents of North
Tonawanda, past and present, who have been insttahime developing the resources of
the city and imparting to it that degree of progyexvhich has brougllt it into
prominence throughout the country. Among these are:

John Schuimeister, Lehon & Warren, A. & B. M. Krauk. G. Stanley, Dr. C. C. Smith,
Nice & Hmkey, William J. Kage, M. F. and G. F. Mgefwho succeeded G. L. Faulkner
in the coal business in 1890), John 0. Ball, Johant William Bush, W. W. Tlaayer
(afterward governor of Oregon), B. H. Long, Honn@@od L. Judd, Lewis T. Payne,
Frederick Sommer, Dr. R. G. Wright, Dr. W. L. Allddr. W. V. R. Blighton, Levant R.
Vandervoort, George P. Smith, A. F. Premus, Jam@&&&npson, J. H. De Graff, James
Sweeney, jr., Frank Batt, Benjamin F. Felton, \&ith Tompkins, Albert Dornfeld
(postmaster), George 0. Miller, Henry Homeyer, OGbBerss, Thomas H. Tulley, John T.
Hepworth, Edward C. Praker, August M Wendt, JameRa&hd, Albert E. McKeen, Fred
F. Wagenschuetz & Co., Mundie & McCoy, Charles Hag®illiam Allen, Edward
Evans, Hon. Henry F. Warner. John E. Oelkers, Jldhristgau, Batt, Kopp & Co.
(manufacturers of church and school furniture) nJdhBollier, L. G. Fuller, Gillie
Godard & Co. (manufacturers of steam riding gad&xi August H. Miller, C. F. Oelkers,
Christian Schulmeister.

Among other prominent citizens of the town of Wiiedd may he mentioned:
Edward A. Milliman, William Krull, Frederick and Man Kopp, William Boening,
William Fritz, Frederick Wurl, William Mauth, Gotdb Walck, William Beutel, James
Briggs, L. B. Bullard, John Chadrick, William DeglpWilliam Devantier, Frederick
Geutz, F. D. and B. A. Habecker, Henry Hall, Péterm. Dennis G. Hoover. Martin
Klemer, Ferdinand Lang, William Lehon, William MayiOliver and John Miller,
\Villiam Pfuhl, Christ Radlaff, Charles Rogge, GgerSchenek, Joseph Schenek,
William Schmidt, John H. and William Schnell, HenFgeichier, William Vandervoort,
Henry F. Wagner, Albert and August Walk, Christapialk, Gottlieb Walk, William
Watt, Fred Weinheimer, William Wench, August anda@é&s Werth, Chauncey
Wichterman, August and Gustav H. Williams, Willidiilliams, George M. Warren,
Christian George Krull, J. D. Loveland, Daniel 8¥yjjliam Clark, Martin Reisterer,
Calvin Jacaobs, J. S. Tompkins, Thomas Collins, Blafieich]er, Harvey Miller.

More extended notices of some of these and margrotppear in Part Il of this
volume.



Schools and religious services were among theifissitutions to be inaugurated by the
early settlers. The history of the beginnings effibrmer, however, is meagre. The first
school in the north part of the town was taughtreyBenedict in 1826, while the
pioneers in the south part evidently sent theildcen over into Erie county, a school
having been started there, near the creek, as&ad$16. In 1836, soon after the
formation of the town, Wheatfield was conveniertiyided into school districts, which

in 1860 numbered seven; the present number is. éighB866 a portion of the Union
School building in North Tonawanda was erected; iha fine brick structure, known as
the Goundry Street school, and was rebuilt in 1882ds to the amount of $14,500
being issued for the purpose. There are three stitestantial brick schOol houses in the
city, viz., the Ironton School, erected in 1889 éime Pine Woods and Gratwick Schools,
built in 1892; the former cost $15,000 and theelattvo $20,000 each. One of the most
successful teachers and superintendents was Rextader D. Filer, who came to North
Tonawanda from Middleport in 1881 and remained! ingi death, about 1891, being
succeeded by Prof. Clinton S. Marsh, the preseninment. The principal of the High
School is F. J. Beardsley. Benjamin F. Felton leenlronnected with the Board of
Education since 1876 and has served as its presioee 1877; James H. Rand has
officiated as clerk since 1882.

Religious services were held in this section aly/ea 1816-20, when Rev. John Foster
was a preacher on the Tonawanda circuit, but noccbhuas organized until many years
later. Some of the earlier churches of the towretadveady been mentioned. The
inhabitants of Tonawanda worshiped for some time imion church which was erected
about 1830, on a lot on South Canal street doriatel H. Tracy.

The First Methodist Episcopal Church of North Toaada was built in 1842. on the
corner of Main and Tremont streets. One of the gnmovers in this as well as in the
original movement was John Simson, who on JulyB8,/]1 presented the lot, edifice, etc.,
to the society free of debt. The present churcheeaspleted in 1882.

A Baptist church was organized about 1852, butwaykears later succumbed for lack of
support. The First Baptist church of North Tonawamas organized September 6, 1885,
with eighteen members, and in 1887-88 an edifice evacted on Van dervoort street at a
cost of about $8,000.

St. Mark's Episcopal church, organized Februaryl889, is noticed in the chapter
devoted to Lockport.

St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran church, of Nodhawanda, was organized October 31,
1887. by Rev. H. Kaufman, who also instituted aophial school in connection
therewith. The church was built about 1888.

The Church of Christ of North Tonawanda was orgashin 1888, and the next year an
edifice was built on the corner of Christiana dtee®d Payne's avenue; with the lot it cost
about $12,000.



The Church of the Ascension (Roman Catholic), ofthNdonawanda, was organized by
Rev. Father Bustin in i888, and a church and pagenvere erected soon afterward. The
present pastor is Rev. Patrick Cronin.

St. Matthew's German Evangelical Lutheran churalthe corner of Wheatfield and
Bryan streets, was built in 1888-90, the churclanization being effected in January,
1890. The first pastor was Rev. W. C. Koch. Coreeetith the church is a flourishing
parochial school.

The Evangelical Frieden's church was organizeddoy Raul Dittman in 1889, and an
edifice was built the same year on the corner diefick and Vandervoort streets at a
cost of $8,000.

The North Presbyterian church was organized AiliB891, with seventy- five
members, and purchased the building erected b@#nmman Methodists in 1887.

The Central Methodist church on Oliver street rigeth avenue, North Tonawanda, was
built about 1893.

The Young Men's Christian Association of North Twaada was organized largely
through the influence of the late Rev. I. P. Stmtlbecember, 1886. In 1892 a handsome
brick building was erected on the corner of Maid dnemont streets. One of the
principals in fostering this institution was Dr.M. Hayes, the first president.

There are two churches of the Lutheran faith intMaville, viz., St. Martin's, erected in
1846, and St. Paul's, built in 1861. Connected @ébth church is a flourishing parochial
school.



